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may be added, the most commercial company the world
has ever seen; nor was he likely to be a persona grata
with the officials who administered the affairs of that
gigantic corporation. This is the true key to solve the
now perplexing question of the antagonism encountered
by Charles Napier from the moment of his success at
Meanee to the end of his life. The pride of aristo-
cratic privilege in high place is a dangerous thing to
touch; but the pride of the plutocratic Solomon in his
right to reap the labour of those who toil and spin is a
thousand times a more venturesome thing to trench
upon. Added to these causes for negative recognition
>of brilliant service, and positive condemnation from
many quarters, there was a political state of things
which influenced the opinion of the moment. Lord
Ellenborough was not popular. The Whig policy of
action beyond the Indian frontier had been most disas-
trous. The contrast between it and the campaign on
the Indus was painfully apparent. It was like some
long day of storm and gloom which had closed in a
glorious sunset; and while the morning and mid-day of
tempest had been Whig, the evening glory had come
under a Tory administration. In reading the history of
all these squabbles now, the chief regret we experience
is that Napier should have bothered himself with their
presence. Indeed, in his moments of calm reflection
he appears to have rated them at their true worth.
" Honours!" he writes about this time; " I have had
honour sufficient in both battles. At Meanee, when we
forced the Fullalee, the Twenty-Second, seeing me at
their head, gave me three cheers louder than all the
firing. And at Dubba, when I returned nearly alone